MALT DUTY (IRELAND). 



RETURN 10 an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated lO August 1836;— ;i^r, 



COPY of a Memoiual addressed to the Lords of the Treasury by a Deputation from 
the Licensed Maltsters, Bre-wess, Distillers and others connected with the Malt 
Trade in Ireland, praying that certain alterations may be made in the Excise Laws 
relating to the Duty on Malt in Ireland. 



Sir, Morley’s Hotel, 12th May 1835 . 

We respectfully take leave to inform you that we have been deputed by the Licensed 
Maltsters, and also hy the Brewers, Distillers and Malt Factors, in Ireland, to bring under 
your consideration the present state of the Malt Trade in that country, and to solicit your 
attention to a veiy simple regulation, by which we are confident that the present rapid and 
destructive progress of fraud upon the revenue, which arises from Malt, may be at least 
checked, if not permanently arrested. 

Until we learned from unquestionable authority that it was not the intention of His 
Majesty’s Government to procure during the present Session of Parliament any new law for 
the purpose of checking the progress of the evil of which we complain, we indulged a hope 
that the facts connected with the subject, which were disclosed within the last two years, 
by means of the Commission of Inquiry, would have caused some measures to be adopted 
for the protection of the public revenue and the fair trader; but we are now fully sensible 
that the present state of the public business renders it impossible for the members of His 
Majesty’s Government to devote so much time to the subject as a revision of the Malt Laws 
would require ; we trust, however, that the regulation we are about to propose is so simple, 
and would interfere so little with the existing system of regulations which are prescribed by 
law for the purpose of seeming the collection of Duty on iWalt, that the consideration of it 
cannot occupy much of your attention ; and we feel confident that its adoption would, to a 
great extent, at least, protect the interests of the public revenue as well as those of tire fair 
tiader. 

The regulation to which we allude is simply this, that no person (save licensed Maltsters? 
Brewers and Distillers) should be permitted to have in his po^esaion more than a certain 
quantity of Malt, or to sell Malt in any quantities whatsoever, without being duly licensed 
for that purpose by the Officers of Excise, and with the view to enforce this regulation, a 
penalty should be imposed not only on every unlicensed seller of Malt, but also on every 
Disdller, Brewer, or other person who should buy or receive Malt from any person, not being 
a licensed Maltster or Factor ; and all contracts made respeetbg Malt, by unlieensed 
persons, should be declared null and void. 

The facts which lead us, just now, to press the consideration of this suMect upon your 
attention are, that the manufacture and sale of Malt by the lower class of Farmers, and by 
other needy and desperate persons, has recently increased to such an extent, that it is 
impossible for the licensed Maltster to obtain a sale for the Malt which he manufactures, 
unless at a price which must ruin him as a trader ; and therefore the accumulation of his 
stock of Malt will shortly be such as to compel him to discontinue his trade altogether. 
The impunity with which the operations of the illicit trader are carried on, and the greater 
danger which attends the infractions of the law by the licensed Maltster (to whose premises 
the vigilance of the Excise Officers is almost exclusively confined) so much increase the 
temptation which a high rate of duty holds out for its evasion, by means of private manu- 
factories, that no man. of ordinary prudence can be expected, if the present state of things 
continue, to embark, or continue his capital in a trade so perilous as that of a licensed 
Malster ; and as we know that many Farmers who have not heretofore cultivated Bailey, 
are now extensively engaged in its cultivation, with a view to realize, daring the ensuing 
winter, the increased profit which its illicit conversion into Malt is expected to produce, we 
feel confident that a deficiency in the revenue, arising from this cause, may soon become 
so extensive as to derange the financial affairs of the country. 

That the benefits which we anticipate from the remedy we suggest may at firet sight 
appear doubtful, we are fully sensible ; but when it is recollected that almost ml Malt, let 
it be made by whom it may, passes ultimately into the hands of the licensed fcewers and 
Distillers, who are a responsible class of traders interested in and anxious for the suppres- 
sion of a species of dealing which exposes them, however innocent, to the danger of severe 
losses by seizures, but who have not now any means of discriminating between the Malt 
manufactured by the licensed and unlicensed Maltster, the se<mrity which the infliction of a 
fieavy penalty for dealing with an unlicensed trader must afford in comparison with the 
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present svstem of unrestricted dealing, will, we conceive, be obvious. VVe are also sensible 
that the regulation we suggest would not operate so effectually to check fraud as others 
which have been heretofore suggested ; but we are confident th^ no regulafaon, so simple as 
that which we now take leave to recommend, would he more efficacious, and moreover it is 
one which cannot interfere with the process of manufacture, nor can it, as we conceive, be 
iairlv objected to by any class of the persons who would come withm its operation. It is 
true it mav be alleged that it would fetter the transactions ot those who deal in Malt as a 
material for manufacture; but, upon the other hand, it is a fact too well established to be 
controverted, that the greater part of the commodity now brought to market as Malt is so 
imperfectly manufactured, and consequently so unproductive to the Brewer and Distiller, 
that their operations are seriously injured by the use of it. It is, however, sold at so low a 
price that the licensed Maltster, who carries on the process of malting as it ought to be 
carried on and pays the full amount of the duty, cannot enter into competition with the 
manufacturer of the inferior article. Thus let the subject be considered in any point of view, 
whether it reoards the public revenue, the interests of the licensed Maltster, or the manu- 
facture of the°commodiiies of which Malt is the principal ingredient, the pernicious tendency 
of the existino' state of the Malt Trade must he obvious ; and should Ihe present Session of 
Parliament be permitted to pass over without some remedy being provided for the evil, im- 
punity will be secured to fraud during the entire of the ensuing winter. 

Under these circumstances, we therefore respectfiilly take leave to solicit your early 
attention to this important subject, and are ready to afford every assistance and information 
in our power to procure even a mitigation of the evils of which we have so long had reason 
to complain, and of wliich we have reason to apprehend we shall shortly be the victims, if 
the power of the Legislature be not speedily interposed for our protection. 

We have the honour, &c. &c. 

(signed) Francis Avg. Codd. 

To the Right Honourable mdid. Dev&reux. 

the Chancellor of the Exchequer, J. Maley. 

&c. &c. &c. 




Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




